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The Department of Public 

Administration and Management 

at Babes-Bolyai University 

is welcoming you to the 6th 

edition of the Transylvanian 

International Conference in 

Public Administration, an event 

envisioned to bring together 

academics, researchers and  

practitioners in the f ield of public 

administration from all over the 

world and to create the framework 

in which they can exchange ideas, 

disseminate best practices and 

develop networking opportunities 

for future teaching, research, 

and capacity building  projects.

More recently, the role of universities 

is discussed within the framework of 

local innovation ecosystems where 

they interact with, evolve/grow and 

coproduce innovation alongside 

and/or in partnership with the other 

relevant actors in these ecosystems. 

There is currently EU-wide recognition 

of the changing role of universities. 

In 2022 we had the first European 

Strategy dedicated to universities. 

A significant dimension is that the 

Strategy recognizes the changing role 

of universities and the importance of 

them being active actors within local 

innovation networks. The European 

strategy for universities emphasizes 

how universities should be the 

central nodes of local innovation 

systems and use a living lab approach 

– piloting public solutions/policies in 

a real context and generating them 

through co-design with beneficiaries.

The conference is focused on 

critically discussing and analyzing 

characteristics and dynamics of local 

innovation systems, on defining local 

and locality in relation to existing 

cities and communities, and more 

importantly on assessing how 

universities enter into and interact 

with the other actors in the local 

networks whose interactions initialize, 

stimulate and diffuse economically 

useful knowledge. Local innovation 

systems and the role of universities 

within them can be examined from 

a variety of perspectives, including 

power relations and negotiation, 

communication and marketing, 

strategic planning, and leadership. 

Dear
Colleague,

The overarching topic for 2024 
is fostering local and regional 
innovation through partnerships, 
with an emphasis on the role of 
universities.

In the last three decades, the role and 

functions of universities worldwide 

have undergone a significant 

transformation process. From basic 

functions such as teaching and 

research, the role of universities 

has evolved to include economic 

initiatives geared toward profit 

generation, policy development, 

knowledge transfer, etc. Concepts 

such as the ‘engaged university’, 

‘multiversity’ or ‘university as a 

complex enterprise’ all encompass 

this transformative process and have 

received their fair share of scrutiny 

from academics and practitioners. 
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* Arcalia is one of the oldest localities of Bistriţa-Năsăud County, its first documentary attestation being recorded in the first 

half of the 14th century. It is located about 15 km west of the city of Bistriţa and about 110 km northeast of the city of Cluj-

Napoca, on the border between the Transylvanian Plain and the hilly area, which makes the transition to the massifs of the 

Eastern Carpathians. 

In 1673 Arcalia came into the possession of the Bánffy noble family, and in the following two centuries it was inherited 

by members of the Bethlen family.  Since 1963, the Arcalia domain was taken over by Babeş-Bolyai University. For three 

decades, the Center for Biological and Geological Research functioned here, also constituting a base for students’ summer 

practice. Currently the castle is undergoing an ample modernization process. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR PARTICIPANTS TRAVELING WITH SPOUSES, PARTNERS, AND KIDS 

Spouses, partners, and kids are welcome to join the conference social activities (dinners and the trip on Sunday October 5th). 

Two separate activities are organized for them:

•	 Guided tour of the city – 3rd October at 14.00

•	 Visit of Turda salt Mine – 4th October starting at 12.00 (departure from Cluj at 11.00) 

Participants traveling with family are kindly asked to contact the local organizers if interested in taking part in these activities. 
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Public Transportation:
You can use the public transportation system, which works well.  You can 

pay the fares by card inside the bus, or you can buy tickets or e-tickets from 

automatic vending machines you can find in almost all bus stations. You 

can plan your trip with the help of Google Maps.

Taxis:
The taxis are relatively cheap (around 0.6$/km). Most taxi drivers know a 

little English, so you can get by.

Bolt and Uber:
Bolt and Uber drivers operate in Cluj-Napoca also, so you can use this 

option to move around the city. The fares are a little lower that that of taxis, 

but cars could be hard to find sometimes.

How to move around in the City:

Other
Information

FSPAC 1: Traian Moșoiu 71 street.

FSPAC 2: Minerilor 85 street.

FSPAC 3: Albini 12 street.

Hampton by Hilton Hotel: 21 December 1989 Boulevard.

Hotel Universitas: Plopilor 52-54 street.

Casa Universitarilor: Emmanuel de Martonne 1 street.

Chios Social Lounge: Central Park Lake
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